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SECRET» 


10 Feb 77 
Source; Hotes made by A. eedpaniies 
for John Leader, IG Staff 
Subject: Background on Mexico Station Support Assets 
Seovenaee of Soviet and Cuban. Enbassies) 


1. Unilateral coverage, From the time HG Mexico oe ation was” onened in 


April 1947 tis Bill Doyle) until arrival of Win séete as COS in 1956, Charles 
Ridéreon Tit’ (still in LA/HQ) had developed: a support poe to 


ae eto? 
: sa 


exploit serene ‘from ‘the Soviet Embassy. This umbrella type project (LEFEAT)._ 
consisted of multi dike phone taps, three photo sites, a mobile surveillance 


team and a mail intercept operation, 


8. Fhone taps were placed (by an SR 
; An Ok We AAPA LA 


Che va3\handiea by David WILSTED (pseudo).- The number of lines. - 


Gaeta was limted voy availability of ae AC post nearby 
‘Nn : 


(eines the taps were a pe a 
Spanish ik 


oles and English/ 


XS transcribers. Generally 


these agg oe ae or Mexican nocnace) were related 


(which URS station Bt that t time felt was good security in thet 


if they ‘talked about: shop,” they would talk to each other.) 


b. Three ore were eee ke aon the help 
of fens Mahoney (retired, Viviag tn-cnieaes) ata TDY TSD 
people checking the best type of camera, film, and concealment 
devices, These had subewel ets andes LIPFEAT (LIMITED, LILYRIC, 
and LICALLA). LIMITED was a fixed site bang opposite across 
the street from the front gate of the Soviet Embassy which had 
both a vehicle and foot entrance. The Soviet gate was on the 
NorthWest corner. of their compound and LIMITED vas diagonally 


“across a double barrelled street on the Souths 
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that. block, LIMITED was <=he first base ard at operated strictly on an 


4 I OY 


3 188 


ex -erinental basis in the early stages, I think the Hexi Station bought 
one storey 

this property (a/Spanish Colonial stone house) through LIMOUSINE (check to 

be sure). Later this house began to fall apart. This base was closed when 

the Station got word thet the photo of "uniden man" vas being released to. the 
_puolic by the Warren Commission, The photo operators were moved to another apt 

nearby. The property. vas sold (under an operational agreement with LIMOUSINE 
; for a long term lease on the top floor of a new apartment blding to be built 

on this site). - LILYRIC vas planned es an alternate photo base to LIM ‘ITED, 


It was in an ‘upper storey (3ra floor -check) on the same side of the street 


as LIMITED ‘but. in the middle of the block South. It had a slanted view of | 


| the front gate of the Soviet Enbassy, The agents’ in LATED {Yer (oth 
Mexican families) as “far as we knew,. were not acq antl KS at cach other. 
- LILYRIC was a rented apartment, Photo site, vas : located 


in one of a row of four ho act 


; which the’ Mexico Station wRased in about 1958 (check date), also: using 


LIMOUSINE as the purchaser (check ce This Site overlooked the back garden of: 


the. Soviet Enbassy compound, The surpose of this operstion was to get e004 
identification photographs of the Soviet personnel (who at thet time were - largely 


unidentified in Mexico Station records), The three photo. sites were handled by 


(Ramon Alvarez | (Renon Alvarea)| (Mexican citizen of U.S. mother who taught Slenentary level at 


the Anerican School), (Ranon\ collected the film ged tiendimisct entlen from LIMITE 


“and LILYRIC three times a week. His sister's husband, Carlos (iexican doctor) 


developed and printed the film into 8x10 contact print strips. .The master plan | 
ey 4c 
vas for LICALLA film to ve processed, inside TSD man from 1957 to 1959 Carper } 


, (Fo1t\- resigned) could not handle the volume a and as the unprocessed film’ began 
to accumulate, the. inside CO (Mahoney) became disgusted and took the film out 


for(Ranon's )orather-in-law to process (probably earl y 1959). _ Thus Raton |booane - 


the handler for all three photo eS: A sensitive staff D monitoring operation 
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‘Mahoney usin 


until they made their neetings. - These ag ents ky 


This’ worked fairly vell untae ey 


5 - . SECRET, 


as run out of another one of these houses (crypt for the four houses was 


ruse, 1, ete J, This was ha:dled by Glen WIDDEN (outside TSD officer) and 


.¢ HQ TDY teans forchonitoring, ‘This operation was also sevarate 


from LICALLA, The two houses in between were rented to unsustecting tenants. 


"joel? ope uaine ‘surveillance vas developed by Anderson and later placed . 
“under “ako oney and Joseph Sancho. This teen consisted cf a half — 
dozen. or so agents “Who used three #0 Pour late model cars and a 
panel truck (shih could be used on stake outs for photo covera.. -e}, 


‘The plan was to activate this group by eats (from LIMITED BASE) 


Soviet 


Mhen someone of interest left the/imbassy . Gene and ouey with nen 


Hthe LIMITED 


48 
a 
OX 
dy \, 
ey . 
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sass be@ause they had LIMITED chotos Topeka a ‘ion purposes. | 
Middle of 1958 (check date) 


ove ts got too close to target and 


Mexican Secret Service. By wae: tame the Station could arrange texough 


| a cleared attorney to bail him out (Judd Austin of the Goodrich, 


Little ‘and Riquelme firm)\, the agent had identified Bavicné (ihe was 


evacuated across the border at Nogales by Bob Shaw) and the inside 
| phone number of Mahoney (who was subsequently replaced by Louis 


Puckett). As a result of this flap, the LIFSAT project Was broken, 


up into several others. The acents were not changed but were given 
. Frank © 


new crypts. /Estancona and Peggy Maggarad replaced Andersén in handling 


| 


the (unilateral) phone oe Puckett replaced Mahoney and ha ndled the 


surveillance team (LIEITRAP) and the photo bases throvgh(Renom)_ 


d. LIBIGHT wes the crypt used for a(unilateral (originally) }mail 


Antercept handled by Charlie Anderson III, 


The agent (Mexican) had 


a semi official status and arranged to obtain selected letters fron. 
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» in the postal system (I think at ¢ t)) His case officers 
SIP onso a 
were leter/Puckett, Rovert Feldmann, and Alan White. 


N 


Liaison coverage\was unreliable and insecure as character rized by the nature 


es 


of the \iex: can The } Mexican. 


= ic : 1a am reculo , 
Security) with which we dealt was a*hip pocket group(run out of the Ministry 
£ ernment. 4 iin: sper naj t ime o trol of 


eoletice) investigations. 


s 


were eouriy Ere pute ed and often ee Now and then meiever, some useful 


dntoreaticn was developed but it could not be dep 


replaced by’ Phil Boetinger (resigned ay 


Hazlitt, and Robert Feldmann. Gy 


\Melberg } Wa 


» Mahoney, Thomas 


During 1958 € 


During this period, the U.S. 


Mexican President elect, Maoito Lopez Mateos. 
Ambassador Robert C. Hill (reflecting the policy of then Sec State a F, Dulles) 


was energetic in organizing groups to "Fight communism". One of these seeds 


project (LIENVOY) went through about four distressing years of a shakedown, 


The Mexican in control (LIBLEGANT) Was 5 inexperienced, old, and greedy. His 


Ge, 


son (LIENVOY-2) ‘vas a- masterpiece of deceit and corruption. LIZLEGANT also 
eee atl 


manipulated control over the principal a gent of LIBIGHT frail intercept} The 
first case officer was- ‘Alfonso Spera anside with\Turner SANs (retired) outside 
and John (TSD training officer for surveillance ava head of the listeni 


post where thirty televhone lines ue connect as well as a transeri iction roon 


: ern a 
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(in travel control working} — 


ng 
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were virtuellyyuncontrollavle, spendi¢ meney as they pleased, squirrelling away 


: He. designated han Goodpasture to aes 


uae the staff first developed from a pro- Castro group celebrating. on New 
Years eve 1959. As T recall, it was a makeshift eerangenent of volunteers 
through most of 1960 and €L with Tom Hazlitt producing voluminous reports on 


Aheir acticities and recruitirg eee right and left a:nong Cuban nationals in 


. as the 
covering from a220 to 1969 so that tfeteer names pop Up, one. can tell what 


steed they were in Mexico and their assignments at the time. 


‘Iriy officers. ) tnitially the stetion tried to net every 
Both (Gaith \ena John hed language difficulties and 
personal problems. associated with being outside the stetion(s0 thet the Mexicans) 


tne Moxicans, 


equipment at enormous costs, and ne lecting their part of the bargain 
{ULE ; : > : a 
a . . > é Seas : ee ¢ sen 


ney when the cost became exhorbitant and hens Was itt tle to show for it, 


the project was revarped. Smith and John returned Ns the U.S of were ren aeea 


ee 


ae most to naintain 
ransfer, 


by a TSD officer, Churles Flick, who was put inside ty 
-Brady was reassigned to other dutiess 


the equipment, / Scott took over the project oh 


h Flick for routine supervision 


when Scott was m1 or out of town, nent 


oa decisions were made by Scott. ‘This was about late 1961. 


Ss. ay menory is a “Little vague about the origins of the Cuban Enbassy but TI 


Mexico City. 

4. Personnel assignments, of interest to us now is who was fi Vases during 
the period prior to Osveidts visit and the SEOSEAHEnS investigation by the 
Warren Cond ssion. To determine who Was there and what they. were doing I 


have grouped persons torether shesnolagientiy with areas of their deatetnent 


t, ade ue 
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8/56-6/69 COS Winston M. Scott (deceased) 


pecs sites - 7/58 Alfonso Rodriguez Gaitedas 
10/58 - 12/62 Warren Dean \(retired) 
<e 63 - 9/65 Yan White (retired)-— 
esa ~ 1969 aes Watson (retired in Mexico) | 


COVERT ACTION |. ; ua 
Prior rior to 1954. Howard Hunt ee, . 
12/545 - 7/58 CWiliiard Hills (resigned) 

12/56 - 9/61 Stannard Short. (retired) 

Chief | 7 

9/61 - 3/64 David Phillips C/(retirea) ~ 

8/62 - 9/64. (Gunner Bec¥manAsst ~ 

2/64 - 6/65 Janes Flannery C/(retired) — 

9/64 - 11/66 Harold Dalghren Asst 

as -— 1967.- Stanley Watson C/ (retired) 

66 | 68 C Don Heath 
és - 7. ( Josep Ss 


mithG(retired in Mexico ) 


CUBR OPERATIONS | - Oe ee 
56 - . 4/62 Thomas Hazlitt Chief . | V< ‘At 
ae - 2/62 ¢ Jack Stewart\(retired Costa Rica)’ xh ey 


4/63 -— 4/65 Bob Shaw Bob Shaw Chief — 
9/63 - 7/65 CRay Swider Swidery— 
10/63 - 5/65 Lorna Mackay es ‘ 
— 8/6 - 6/65 David Phillips Cig Tes 
9/65 - 10/68 Joseph Piccolo Wy ¥ We 


TOE: - Bs Pavey tiaecerd | eeeerep ha 


Cnet taracl ! 


SOVIET a 2CET . 
6/57 ~ 10/59 Louise douse Tyron Gat Aas f} “ps - 1/67 Prentice Marheine (2) 
9/59- 65 herbert ivanell \Chief — (retired ?) 

9/59 - a6 Cbarbara Manell\- 7 "  -Qutside CO’ 

6/64 ~ 7/6 Willian Bright : _ 

/4/65 - 11/67 Cynthia Fausmann | 
6/65 - 7/67 Alice Pittinger 
7/65 - 4/69 Paul Dillon Chief 


SOVIET TRENSCRIBERS 

6/56 ~ 8/58 Morris Gordon (resigned) _ 

6/58 ~ 6/63 George Misko — — 

6/63 - 70 Boris Tarasoff (retired in Moxieo) ~ 
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SUPPORT ASSETS 


(Gaitaterat\ phono teps | 
Ags 2 961 Charles Indepeon a Chief ? Outside Co : 


G/55s~ es Ceeey MaggardsAss David WILSTED (ps) 


4/56 - 1/62 Frenk Estancona erice _ retd red in Mexico: _ . 
2/60 - 10/64, Thom nag Keenan 
9/64, ~ 12/67 Hickael Farmer _ 


ee “Cubans m 


6/59 - “4 /be: Robert Zanbernardd eee Ma: sico) 
7/59 - oie pce as (retired) 


Unilateral ies. Soviets a . - ome ae 4 ee - : oe x if 


Steere eee eee meee 


3/'5h. _ 1/59 Harry 7. Hateneye a ; 56 6 - 68 Out <a beont | ee 
(retired Chicako) Remon / aN: \ pened in Nexteo) seep 
5/57 - 8/64, A. Goodpasture (alternete CO — ae 


* 


' and internal routing)  . oye OS 
6/58. - 6/63 Louis D. Puckett (retired) — x 28 
6/63 - 10/6Z Thins Keenan =~ \Robank H. fe la TN Y 3 e 
65. - 66 William pare oe : ak AS . 


| so ee 
(Laison phone taps 


Trond. - Le 
1959 - 1949 Winston Scott Tee, 


1959 - 1960 Alfonso Spera (retired) 
1959 — 1960 CTurner Smith) (outside, now retired) 


1959 - 1960 John” (Trai ning rept resigned) 
1960- 1961 John Brady (retired) 

1962 ~ 1968 A. Goodpasture ~ . B= Shae 
1961 - 1971 Charl es Flick (oitsiae TSD Staff Avent - retired) — — 


(42ison\- surveillance 


Prior 1958) (obert Melberg\ (retired) 

< 

3/54 = 4/59 “Harry latoney tenet 
1/59 - 1961 Thomas Hazlitt 

12/62 ~ 9/67 Robert Feldmann 


ISD Outside unit 


1/58 - 12/63 Glen Widden (retired) — 
59 -4/64. Joseph ¥. Resigno (ps) Unit blown and elosed down 
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‘abouts a seek behind the We 


Russian conversations anol 


an to Herbert Manel to take to Boris, 


handled all of the pee es of Soviet transeripts, Ny job involved uevedane 


| Senet 
GE 


About mid 1962 oe date) LIENVOY (outside Mexi rept asked 


as I recail, the Mex ‘Leans connected 5 Cuban lines, 5 Soviet PEO S 3 Czech, 


2 Polish,” end 1 Yugoslav line. The. basehouse listening post had a live 


f 


amond bor Who ; riede short summaries of interesting conversations for a daily 


resume which was Feceived each day annied 8 a.m, (pas ssed by Flick ‘to Goodrasture - 


to get to Seott before 9.a.n.) ‘Later (when the reel was completely recorded) 
full tran nseripts vere typed and passed to the station in the ‘same way, however, 


there was usually a bine lag of a day or so. - Those transcripts which hdd 


Russien | or’ another language besides. Spanish or English vent out of the listening 


post the day after the weanperi ee (of bth Yr conversations oe 


typed. "These peers were taken to another locatiog® were translated 


and typed. In the case of the ee 


ch: 


ation because of the volume of 
members of the Soviet Exbassy. During this 


“period: (fall of 1963) the reels were probably being brought into. ‘the station 


end carried to Boris by one of the people from the Soviet Section or they may 


have been geeried. ‘to him by Flick max I think I bro: ught the reel in and gave 


Herbert Manel and his wife Berbara’ 


the photographs as soon as we learned that the man calling himself Oswald was 
probably an Jeeta: However, here again there was a backlag because the 
photos were picked up three times a week but ies ones nicked up’ were usually 


for dates a few days previously pecause the doctor processed the film on a 


nient time basis. Photographs were made eas until one roll was used but 


‘later ve got it. chang zed to one day coverage on each roll — in other words the 


a be 


operetors., cleared the camera each day iether there was anynkitimxnxgm a full 


Asia of film exposed. Instructions were ‘to, cover office ioe PpOkoe rah each 


006 oa7s : 


scncunadada>demiaenemmammmnenner enn aandramn aoe Pairs " 
; : oes : oa 1s Bt cae oth 


ee ee 
a 5 7 
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(Stk 


new Soviet and family, all foreigners sae foreign Lieense plates, Euman 
ee did occur. but fara she agents were conscientious, — The Cuban 
enbassy coverage had more Sophisticated equip:ent (a pulse casera) but it . 
frequently. develored mechanical difficulties. Bob Zaubarnera’ end Spather ») 
(I think) Henaiied this fila _ pick. up and de slivery. Lorna lMeckay screened 
"the ‘film inside the station, : 

| I am Sriete thet the Osvald cat came to our attention from the 
Soviet line. Tt was picked UL and taken to Boris for a Giana ition because 
the caller vas ae to speak Russian. Any delay Was caused by waiting to 
compare the photographs with the typed prenseriphe uae were no copies of 


_trenseripts oven nate in lengusges other ‘than Spanish or Eng 


ish because Win 


gened the 
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